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Outline of talk



Lord Kelvin, president of the
Royal Soclety, 1890-95



Lord Kelvin’s predictions



What was predicted



What wasn’t predicted



Looking to the future: common mistakes



Looking to the future: common mistakes



Why bother with the future?



Why bother with the future?



Why bother with the future?



1980: two choices for a global network



1990: two choices to build the
world’s best encyclopaedia



How doctors feel about information



One man’s view



Current information problems



Current problems



Answers from a sample of doctors
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Current problems



Answers from a sample of doctors

Do you feel guilty about how much or
little you read?

O Yes
B No
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Words used by 41 doctors to describe their
iInformation supply



Information paradox



What's wrong with medical journals



What's wrong with medical journals



What's wrong with medical journals



The three essential
requirements for change



What are the drivers of a new
form of publishing?



A vision of something better



A vision of something better



Money: What does the research
community do?



Money: What do the publishers do?



Balkanisation



Slowness



Barriers to change






Homer: fat, lazy, rather gormless



Marge: the wise mother



Lisa: smart, sassy, well
Informed daughter



Bart: the streetwise son



My sketch of the future



Clinical trials Iin the future



A glimpse of the future



Instant, real time metrics



Conclusion



“When the future comes through you'll
either be part of the roller or part of the
road.”



